September 04, 2016

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Offertory: J uly 25, 2015 OLM $433, OLV $711, COS $682 Total $1,826
July 24, 2016 OLM $586, OLV $730, COS $474 Total $1,790 (incl. online giving)
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, Sept. 3, OLM 4:00 PM For a Special Intention, requested by Marie Lee
Sunday, Sept. 4, OLM 8:30 AM For the Souls in Purgatory, requested by John Nappi, Jr.
Sunday, Sept. 4, OLV 10:30 AM For the Shipman and Sorrentino families, requested by
Ray and Claire Sorrentino
Sunday, Sept. 4, COS 12:30 PM For Elvira Beccari and Candido Beccari, requested by Anna Wieser
Saturday, Sept. 10, OLM 4:00 PM For Joan Kopins, requested by Karen Shaw
Sunday, Sept. 11, OLM 8:30 AM For a Special Intention, requested by John Nappi, Jr.
Sunday, Sept. 11, OLV 10:30 AM For Irene Vaiana, requested by Eleanor C. Crombie
Sunday, Sept. 11, COS 12:30 PM For the deceased family members of Guenter and Ingrid
Lauk, requested by Guenter and Ingrid Lauk
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sept. 7: Parish Council Meeting, 7 PM, OLV
Sept. 15: Finance Council Meeting, 4:30 PM, Rectory
Sept. 16: Cancelled: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, OLV 3-4 PM
Sept. 21: Cursillo Ultreya, OLV, 7 PM
Sept. 24 & 25: Special Collection: Catholic University of America
Oct.: 1 & 2 Special Collection: Fuel #3
Weekly Intention:
For the grace this week to carry our own
cross and follow after Jesus as his disciple.

“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do
small things with great love.”
—Mother Teresa

~REGISTRATION is open for the 2016-2017 year of Religious Education at Our Lady of the Valley for
grades K– 10. The first class is scheduled for September 18th. We will meet two times each month from 9:15
to 10:20 until May. Forms and a schedule are available at the church, or please call Ann Marie Scott at 8747095 or email her at tangotesoro03@yahoo.com
~JUBILEE FOR CATECHISTS: On Sept. 18 ther e will be a J ubilee for Catechists and School Teacher s.
As the new school year begins, this will be an opportunity to celebrate the Holy Year of Mercy with other Catholic educators. The event will take place at 3 p.m. at St. Joseph Co-Cathedral, 20 Allen St., Burlington. Light
refreshments will be served after.
~Married Couples- It's time for that 5 year tune-up! We would never expect a car to run smoothly forever without a tune-up, so why do we expect our marriage relationship to keep running smoothly without a little maintenance? The Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend gives married couples the tools to keep their relationship
in top running condition. The upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend on 11/18 – 11/20 at St.
Anne’s Shrine in Isle La Motte. For info or to apply, contact Gary & Lynn Root @ vtroot@together.net or call
802-456-8114 or go on-line @ www.wwmevt.org. Note that the application deadline is November 1, 2016.
~6-Day Pilgrimage to Mexico including Our Lady of Guadalupe and other r eligious and cultur al sites
(April 24-29, 2017): J oin Father Dwight Baker , UVM Chaplain and Ver mont Cur sillo Spir itual Advisor ,
departing from Boston. Daily Mass at all Holy Sites. Brochures available at the church entrance.

Thank you to all of our faithful parishioners for your support of
the Bishop’s Fund Annual Appeal – the Bishop’s Fund Office
is still hard at work processing your generous pledges from a
successful In Pew Commitment Phase, and will continually post
updates on our progress at bishopsfund.org. To date, our parish
has pledged 59.91% toward our goal of $24,495.

From Fr. Fred:

This is a good story I received
from someone else and I would like to share it with
you.

Just a Little Sin

Some years ago, I walked into my office after a
Sunday morning service to find a sandwich bag on my
desk containing three chocolate brownies. Some
thoughtful and anonymous person who knew my love
for chocolate had placed them there, along with a
piece of paper that had a short story written on it. I
immediately sat down and began eating the first
brownie as I read the following story:
Two teenagers asked their father if they could
go to the theater to watch a movie that all their friends
had seen. After reading some reviews about the movie
on the Internet, he denied their request.
“Aw dad, why not?” they complained. “it’s
rated PG-13, and we’re both older than thirteen!”
Dad replied, “Because that movie contains nudity and portrays immorality as being normal and acceptable behavior.”
“But dad, those are just very small parts of the
movie! That’s what our friends who’ve seen it have
told us. The movie is two hours long and those scenes
are just a few minutes of the total film! It’s based on a
true story, and good triumphs over evil, and there are
other redeeming themes like courage and selfsacrifice. Even the movie review websites say that!”
“My answer is ‘no,’ and that is my final answer. You are welcome to stay home tonight, invite
some of your friends over, and watch one of the good
videos we have in our home collection. but you will
not go and watch that film. End of discussion.”
The two teenagers walked dejectedly into the
family room and slumped down on the couch. As they
sulked, they were surprised to hear the sounds of their
father preparing something in the kitchen. They soon
recognized the wonderful aroma of brownies baking in
the oven and one of the teenagers said to the other,
“Dad must be feeling guilty, and now he’s going to try
to make it up to us with some fresh brownies. Maybe
we can soften him with lots of praise when he brings
them out to us and persuade him to let us go to that
movie after all.”
About that time I began eating the second
brownie from the sandwich bag and wondered if there
was some connection to the brownies I was eating and
the brownies in the story. I kept reading…
The teens were not disappointed. Soon their
father appeared with a plate of warm brownies which
he offered to his kids. They each took one. Then, their
father said, “Before you eat, I want to tell you something: I love you both so much.”
The teenagers smiled at each other with knowing glances. Dad was softening.
“That is why I’ve made these brownies with
the very best ingredients. I’ve made them from
scratch. Most of the ingredients are even organic. The

best organic flour. The best free-range eggs. The best
organic sugar. Premium vanilla and chocolate.” The
brownies looked mouth watering, and the teens began
to become a little impatient with their dad’s long
speech. “But I want to be perfectly honest with you.
There is one ingredient I added that is not usually
found in brownies. I got that ingredient from our own
back yard. But you needn’t worry, because I only added the tiniest bit of that ingredient to your brownies.
The amount of the portion is practically insignificant.
So go ahead, take a bite and let me know what you
think.”
“Dad, would you mind telling us what that
mystery ingredient is before we eat?”
“Why? The portion I added was so small. Just
a teaspoonful. You won’t even taste it.”
“Come on , Dad! Just tell us what that ingredient is.”
“Don’t worry! It is organic, just like the other
ingredients.”
“Dad!”
“Well, OK, if you insist. That secret ingredient
is organic...dog poop.”
I immediately stopped chewing that second
brownie and I spit it out into the waste basket by my
desk. I continued reading, now fearful of the paragraphs that still remained.
Both teens instantly dropped their brownies
back on the plate and began inspecting their fingers
with horror. “DAD! Why did you do that? You’ve tortured us by making us smell those brownies cooking
for the last half hour, and now you tell us that you
added dog poop! We can’t eat these brownies!”
“Why not? The amount of dog poop is very
small compared to the rest of the ingredients. It won’t
hurt you. It’s been cooked right along with the other
ingredients. You won’t even taste it. It has the same
consistency as the brownies. Go ahead and eat!”
“No, Dad...NEVER!”
“And that is the same reason I won’t allow you
to go watch that movie. You won’t tolerate a little dog
poop in your brownies, wo why should you tolerate a
little immorality in your movies? We pray that God
will not lead us unto temptation, so how can we in
good conscience entertain ourselves with something
that will imprint a sinful image in our minds that will
lead us into temptation long after we first see it?”
I discarded what remained of the second
brownie as well as the entire untouched third brownie.
What had been irresistible a minute ago had become
detestable. And only because of the very slim chance
that what I was eating was slightly polluted. (Surely it
wasn’t...but I couldn’t convince myself.) What a good
lesson about purity! Why do we tolerate any sin? On
the day of the Passover, the Israelites were commanded to remove every bit of leaven from their homes. Sin
is like leaven—a little bit leavens the whole lump (1
Corinthians 5:6-7) Faith and sin don’t mix.

