
July 3, 2016              Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Offertory:   June 7, 2015    OLM  $596,   OLV  $714,    COS  $491  Total $1,801 
                     June 5, 2016    OLM  $583,    OLV  $976,    COS  $456  Total $2,015 (incl. online giving)   
 
MASS INTENTIONS  
Saturday, July 2, OLM 4:00 PM For Sam and Steve Bunker and Linda Kofsky, requested by Jake Schroeder 
Sunday, July 3, OLM 8:30 AM For a Special Intention, requested by John Nappi, Jr. 
Sunday, July 3, OLV 10:30 AM For Kathy LaTaille, requested by Walter and Elaine Meyer 
Sunday, July 3, COS 12:30 PM For Otto Egger requested by Connie and Ray Guttroff 
Saturday, July 9, OLM 4:00 PM For the Soul of James Howard, requested by Lolita Palmer 
Sunday, July 10, OLM 8:30 AM For the Souls in Purgatory, requested by John Nappi, Jr. 
Sunday, July 10, OLV 10:30 AM For Margaret and William A. Schaefer, requested 
by Eleanor C. Crombie 
Sunday, July 10, COS 12:30 PM For Nancy Delio, requested by her family 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
July 4: Independence Day       
July 6: Parish Council Meeting, 7 PM, OLV 
July 15: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, OLV 3-4 PM 
July 16: PARISH PICNIC, 10 AM - 2 PM, Townshend Dam 
July 17: Jubilee Celebration For Families, St. Anne’s Shrine, St. Anne’s Shrine, 
Isle La Motte, 12:15 PM 
July 20: Cursillo Ultreya, 7 PM, OLV 
July 21: Finance Council Meeting, 4PM, Rectory 
July 22: COFFEE SERVICE @ THE WELCOME CENTER, I-91~8AM-8PM! 
 

Once again, the State of Vermont has  
given us the privilege of having a  
  Coffee Service at the  
    Welcome Center on  

        Friday, July 22, 2016 from       
   8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
 
Please consider helping out by donating baked 
goods (must be NUT-FREE) and/or your time by 
joining us at the Welcome Center. Contact Mollie 
Muldaur at the OLM Rectory 387-5861 

Weekly Intention: 
For the grace this week to be 

crucified to the world. 

“To converse with You, O King of glory, no third person is needed. You are always ready in the Sacrament of the Altar to 
give audience to all. All who desire You always find You there, and converse with You face to face.”—Saint Teresa of Avila 

Worn Again Thrift Shop 
Women’s Rummage 
Sale:  each piece* 

Please come to the West River Mission  
Picnic at the Townshend Dam,  
Davis Shelter, Townshend, VT 

Saturday, July 16th 10a.m.—2p.m. 
Please come any time and stay as long 

as you wish. 
 

The Muise's will begin setting up at 10:00 a.m. The 
grill will be started at 11:20 a.m. and food will be 
served beginning at noon. We will provide hot dogs, hamburg-
ers, ice tea and lemonade.. If you would like to bring a dish to 
share, feel free to contact Jon and Alice Muise so that they can 
let you know what others are bringing:  (802) 365-7769 or 
muise@sover.net 

~ You are all invited to attend the Jubilee Year of Mercy Celebration for Families at St. Anne's Shrine in 

Isle La Motte on July 17. Bishop Coyne will celebrate Mass at 12:15. A procession to the statue of St. 

Anne will follow, and then there will be free time for lunch and recreation. Please fill out the registration 

form if you are planning to attend, especially if you would like to purchase the BBQ meal the Shrine is 

preparing. This will be an extraordinary day of grace at the oldest religious site in Vermont. Please join 

us!  For more information go to the Diocesan website:  www.vermontcatholic.org/yearofmercy 

*excludes jewelry 

http://www.vermontcatholic.org/yearofmercy


 

 Iôve worked for Catholics Come Home, the 
international media apostolate working to invite fallen-
away Catholics and others home to the Church, since 
its founding in 1997. This has afforded me, personally, 
the opportunity to dialogue with hundreds of fallen-
away Catholics who contact the organization after see-
ing a Catholics Come Home TV commercial or stum-
bling upon the CatholicsComeHome.org website. 
Those who reach out to the apostolate via email, 
phone or mail make up a small but strong sample of 
the millions of people that Catholics Come Home has 
reached out to in less than a decade, and they have 
taught me a lot about those who leave the Church.  
 The messages I receive from these inactive 
Catholics range from cordial to scathing, and it didnôt 
take me long in this ministry to see that there are com-
mon threads in their conversations. Many of these peo-
ple are hurting; many are angry; many are lost. All have 
stories; all have reasons for leavingðreasons ranging 
from ñI just drifted awayò to ñI donôt believe in these 
teachingsò to ñSomeone in the church wronged 
meò (with the first and the last reasons being most 
common). 
 But perhaps the most-shared feeling or expres-
sion in the many correspondences I have fielded over 
the years is this:  Almost all of these fallen-away Catho-
lics want to know that someone cares. 
 They want to know that someone cares that 
they left. They want to know that someone not only 
notices their absence, but also is actually saddened, or 
at least affected by it. Sadly, many, if not most, of these 
inactive Catholics have never found anyone to express 
this concern to them. 
 So I make an effort to tell fallen-away Catholics 
who reach out to Catholics Come Home that they are 
missed, and their brothers and sisters in Christð
including meðwant them home and that their Heaven-
ly Father in particular wants them to again be a part of 
the Catholic Church that Jesus Christ founded. 
 As a unity in the Body of Christ, a living organ-
ism, we arenôt the same without them, and we care that 
they are away. 
 It never ceases to amaze me how even the seem-
ingly hardest of hearts in an initial correspondence can 
be turned around after hearing that someone, anyone, 
cares about them and about their leaving the barque of 

St. Peter. 
 Iôve been moved to tears more times than I can 
count by people who seemed bent on spewing their 
rage toward the Church and have then responded to 
my reply with words like, ñThank you for answering. 
You are the first person to respond to me...and to 
care.ò  Some of these people have admitted attempting 
to reach out to other people or organizations, seeking a 
listening ear or an extended hand of welcome, only to 
be further disappointed by the fact that not only did 
they exit the Church without a single person 
knowing that they also couldnôt find anyone to help 
them explore the possibility of returning. 
 So many of our fallen-away family, friends, co-
workers, relatives, neighbors and even strangers whom 
God puts in our path are desperately wanting to know 
that they are missed. Many just need to hear it from 
one personðand that one person can be you. 
 When you come in contact with people away 
from the Church, I encourage you to do two rather 
simple, yet important, things. 
 First, tell them they are missed and that you 
care that they are away. I used to think it sounded 
cheesy to say that out loud or in writing, but I discov-
ered that it really was what so many of these people 
wanted to hear. I add the caveat that you must mean it. 
Your words, tone and demeanor must be genuine. 
They need real empathy. 
 Second, invite them home. Often, when we ask 
people who return to the Church, after coming across 
a Catholics Come Home commercial or the website, 
why it is that they came back, they respond, ñBecause 
you invited me.ò  Donôt miss the opportunity to extend 
the invitation that may be the catalyst in that fallen-
away Catholicôs journey back to Christ and his 
Church. 
 Pope Francis has warned of the danger of Cath-
olics being ñbackseat Christians.ò  Donôt take a 
backseat when it comes to welcoming fallen-away Cath-
olics home. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you to people 
whom you can  encourage on their faith journeys. That 
is certainly a prayer that God Loves to answer. And 
when God puts that beloved, wandering child of his in 
your path, remember the words of the King in Mat-
thewôs Gospel:  ñTruly, I say to you, as you did it to one 
of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.ò  

National Catholic Register article by Katie Warner: 
 
 THE NO. 1 THING IôVE LEARNED FROM TALKING WITH FALLEN-AWAY CATHOLICS 

From Fr. Fred:   


